
SWIMSHOP
If you would like to purchase
club caps, club kit and equipment 
please visit our club shop which is 
now available on the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of every month 
at Taunton School pool between 
6.30 and 7.30pm. Prices are very 
competitive with a wide range
of goods.

Taunton Swimmer Breaks Record

15 year old Libby Mitchell (Taunton Deane Swimming) 
looks on course to achieve great things in the future having 
blown away the longest standing women’s record on our 
Championship books, winning the Ladies 200m Butter�y in 
a time of 2:12:60, three point seven seconds inside Olympian 
Helen Bewley’s previous time set back in 1984! Helen, now 
Gouldby, a senior coach at Mill�eld School, went onto 
compete in this event at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, which 
makes Libby’s new record all the more special, especially as 
she was able to be presented with the trophy by the former 
record holder!  But this was only at the start of a day that 
was to see a further four records broken as a result of some
fantastic swimming. 

SPRING 2010

A word from the Chairman
Welcome to the �rst edition of “The Deane Team Times” which
I hope you will �nd informative. 2010 brings with it a new 
executive committee for the club. Keith Wilson joins us as the 
club treasurer. Keith will be responsible for the business side 
of the club, I will concentrate on the wet side and Heather will 
do the 100’s of other tasks ! The club continues to excel in the 
water with 43 national qualifying times. This year swimmers 
will have the opportunity to enter more galas to help them 
develop and achieve competitive times.

Our focus this year will be to increase our membership of 
swimmers and later in the year we plan to hold informal open 
days for prospective members to come and see what we’re all 
about. We also plan a volunteer recruitment drive as the club 
needs more helpers both on the wet and dry side. If you have 
a speci�c skill that you think could bene�t the club then we 
would really like to hear from you. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers who have given their 
valuable time to help the club as without you the club could 
not function. 

Heather works really hard keeping our web site up to date. So 
please visit it regularly as there is so much information on it. 
The links to the ASA web site will help you monitor your child’s 
progress against their peer group throughout the U.K.

Also, look out for our page on Facebook.

Club Grand-Prix
Grand Prix events are a developmental tool to get people racing. They give swimmers an opportunity 
to build up a list of their best times and set targets to better themselves. Points are awarded for the 
whole year’s event and the winners will be given something at the Club Presentation. They are also 
very good for bringing people together at the club.

Club Grand-Prix kick off on 27 March 2010.

WEBSITEwww.tdswim.co.uk

NOTICE BOARD

If anyone would
like to sell any
redundant
equipment or
costumes please
contact newsletter with full 
details of item, your contact 
details and price required.

Competition swimsuits should be 
tight �tting to prevent against 
drag. One coach said it should take 
you half an hour to put on your 
swimsuit. Some swimmers wear 
suits three sizes smaller than their 
training costumes.
Please share your top tips with other 
members via this newsletter to help 
us be the best team around!

TOP 
TIP

CONTACTS

Chairman: Albert Yap albert.yap@btopenworld.com
Treasurer: Keith Wilson keith@krcjwilson.me.uk
Secretary: Heather Beale hevbea@btconnect.com

tdswim website highlights new swimsuit rules
Have you looked at our website recently. All competitions and events are regularly updated on our website. 
There is also a great section providing ‘Swimmer & Parent Info.’  If you click on the pictures you’ll �nd answers 
to all the questions you have ever asked and you might even learn something new! There Is even an ASA stroke 
booklet., which is worth looking at. The website also gives more detailed information about the articles featured 
and results achieved by swimmers. Details at www.tdswim.co.uk.

Request for helpHave you ever thought about helping the club ?

WHERE WE NEED HELP...

• Squad reps
• Time keepers
• Set up meets and running meets
• Co–ordinate volunteers

• Fund raising and sponsorship

The club relies heavily on volunteers and without them it would not be able 
to run. Volunteering may offer you the opportunity to meet new people, 
help others to develop, and for you to gain useful skills and experiences. It 
also gives you the opportunity to be involved in what your children enjoy 
doing. The club desperately needs more coaches. Courses are regularly run at 
Mill�eld for all levels. We must always be training a steady �ow of coaches at 
all levels because as our older swimmers leave understandably their parents 
become less involved. Some do continue and we are very grateful for their 
continued commitment to the club. So if you are interested and would like 
further information please speak to Heather Beale. 

Recycle!
Recycle!
Recycle!

Please contact Albert, Heather or 
Keith for more information.

It would be great to get some feedback for the next edition. What did you like, 
not like, want to know more about. Please let us know. keith@krcjwilson.me.ukYour feedback

Design & artwork by Steve Hallett
Email: stevehallett@talktalk.net

LADIES 200M BUTTERFLY

Contact Taunton
Swimming Club 
on Facebook



If you are busy like us rushing around collecting the kids 
from school, dropping them off at the pool, collecting them 
again etc, etc then you probably do most of your shopping on 
the internet as its more convenient and most of the time it’s 
cheaper too. If this is you, then you can help the club at the 
same time.

As a family we regularly purchase from Screw�x, Tesco’s 
Direct, John Lewis, Amazon, Game, Boots, Dixons, Next and 
over the last 3 months I think we could have generated 
£50.00 for the club. It may not sound much but if we 
multiply this by 200 other parents and their families 
(mother’s, father’s, grandparents, aunties & uncles) then it 
quickly mounts up into the thousands.

Please therefore make a big effort to use it. If you run a 
business and normally buy your stationary from Viking Direct 
then they will donate 2.5% of your purchases to the club. 
There are over 2,000 national companies to choose from.

What are level 1-4 Meets?
There are four tiers of structured competition whereby Open Meets are licensed according to the purpose of their competition:

National qualifying times will be accepted from meets licensed 
at Levels 1 and 2. District/Regional qualifying times
will be accepted from meets licensed at Level 1, 2 and 3.

Qualifying Times and Upper Limit Times
These are times set by meet organisers for each event in the 
programme in order to control the number of entries in a meet. 
A Qualifying Time is the time that a swimmer must have already 
achieved in order to enter the competition.

Level 1
Aimed at 
National
quali�ers and 
swimmers close 
to National 
quali�cation
looking for 
opportunities to 
achieve National 
qualifying times. 
These meets will 
have qualifying 
times for entry, 
which will be 
just below the 
national times 
(see Section on 
Qualifying Times 
and Upper Limit 
Times).

Level 2
Aimed at 
District/Regional
quali�ers and 
swimmers close 
to District/
Regional
quali�cation.
They have 
qualifying times 
and upper limit 
times. Access to 
the ASA ranking 
information
can be used to 
enable meet 
organisers to 
verify entry 
times submitted 
by swimmers 
who fall within 
the stated range. 

Level 3
For Club 
swimmers who 
seek County 
qualifying
times. They have 
qualifying times 
and upper limit 
times set at an 
appropriate level. 
These meets 
will provide 
a programme 
throughout the 
year to support 
the requirements 
of swimmers 
below District/
Regional level.

Level 4
For Club 
swimmers and 
those beginning 
to enter 
individual open 
competition.

U11

“What events 
should I be 
entering?”

USEFUL INFORMATION

Entry to most County Championships/District/Regional and 
National Championships is by achieving qualifying times, which 
are published yearly. For younger swimmers these will take 
the format of British Age Group Category (BAGCAT) events to 
encourage swimmers to compete over a wide range of events, 
determined by heat declared winners (no �nals). These events 
are (mostly) swum in 25m pools and include 50m events to 
give opportunity to use all the same skills of starting, turning 
and �nishing as in a 2 length swim in a 50m pool, together 
with distance events requiring more endurance.

The youngest age groups will not swim 100m events as part 
of the County BAGCAT programme, as most swimmers at 
this level don’t have the physiological development required 
to swim this event correctly. The distance is included in 
the District/Regional and National programme but only for 
swimmers with District/Regional or National qualifying times
on the corresponding 200m event. Entry at District/Regional 
(National) level for 100m events for 10 year old boys/girls 
and the 11 years boys age group is only open to youngsters 
who have achieved corresponding 200m qualifying time. This 
recognises the majority of swimmers in these ages will not 
bene�t from competing over 100m, but those who have the 
ability to achieve a District/Regional or National qualifying 
time at 200m will be able to swim down a distance and 
experience competing a shorter event. If you’re under 11 check 
with your Coach before entering 100m events!

HELP YOUR CLUB!

Fund
Raising!
Earn money
for TDS 
while you 
shop!

Sponsorship
The club is �nanced through monthly swim fees 
and a small grant. Swim fees have not increased 
for 2 years but our costs have especially pool 
hire where most of our income goes. In the 
current climate we all appreciate how family 
�nances are being stretched so we will do 
everything we can to keep our fees down.

Over the next few months we will be approaching local
businesses to see if we can secure a main corporate 
sponsor for the club and perhaps some minor ones. 

The club has a lot to offer to any business that wants to 
associate themselves with local young people and their 
families. The club has over 200 swimmers and holds 
regular Galas and meets that attract other clubs from 
southern England. In return the club would promote 
the business through its website, newsletters, meet 
and event programs and potentially our sportswear. The 
company would be able to use the club in its PR and 
marketing material. 

It’s not just money that the club is interested in goods 
and services would also be welcome.

If you know of any company that may be 
interested in whatever way then please let us 
know and we can discuss a package to suit. 

Here’s How...
• Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

• Register as a new user and don’t forget to select
“Taunton Deane Swimming” as your chosen cause.

• Look down the left for the services or products you
want to buy.

• Select the supplier and click through to their web site

• Follow the instructions.

• You pay the same price as normal and TDS get
between 1% - 15%

Some companies have 
budgets to help support local 
clubs and young people to 
develop community links.


